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The summer of 1957 gives every promise of being an even bigger one, 
archasologically speaking, than that of 1956. Three expeditions are 
now definitely in prospect: the Drew-McCormick Expedition at Balata 
(‘ancient Shechem), directed by Prof. G. Ernest ‘right and Bernhard 
“', Anderson; the Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary Expedition at Beitin 
ancient Beth-81), under the leadership of Dr. Jemes Le Kelso; and 
the Pennsylvania-Museum-Chyerch Dirinity School of the Pacific "dig" 
at biblical Gibecn (the mo¢ern Bl-Jib), led by Prof. James Prit- 
charde The first and largest of thase is to be that at Balata, 
which will begin ebvout the first of July and run for nearly two 
months, opersting with an American staff of 23. At the conciusion 
of this excevation, Dr. Kelso expects to begin at Beitin. Dr. 
Pritcherd's aig ot Hl-Jib will be the most modest of the three, 
since hs proposes this year merely to finish the excavation of the 
g1.2at pool which was discovered last year and which azoused such 
vide-spread interest ard curiosity. He is to be accompanied by Dr. 
Tred iJinnett, a former director of the Jerusalem School. When one 
realizes that these expeditions in the summer-time will be followed 
elnost immediately by Miss Kenyon's dig at Jericho, beginning adit 
the first of October, it becomes evident that students at the Anei- 
ican School will have ean opportunity to observe and participate in 
archaeological work for which there has been no parallel in recent 
years. If political conditions only permit, this should vetaxcep- 
tionally fine year in every way. 


Prof. He Neil Richardson, this year's annual professor and the dir-= 
ector-elect of the School for 1957-58, arrived back in Jerusalem on 
May 26, after an absence which had lasted since the hasty evacua- 
tion of American personnel in late October, 1956. Unfortunately he 
was unable to bring his family back with him, so his return in- 
volves a good deal of sacrifice. The day after his arrival, the 
last of this year's students, Profs. Erdelyan and Pellet, left for 
home. Whereas throughout most of the winter we were in the anoma- 
lous position of having a student body without a professor, we have 
recently been in the equally anomalous position of having a profes- 
sor and no student body. This is only typical of the kind of con- 
fusion which has characterized the year now ending. While condi- 
tions have rendered it impossible to make any great forward strides 
in archaeological or geographical science, we have at least conduc- 
ted a successful holding operation and in so doing have perhaps 
helped to lay the foundation for a more productive year ahead. Dre 
Richardson will take over his duties July 1. He will be assisted 
by Dr. Sellers, retired, of McCormick Seminary, and by Dr. Robert 
W., Funk of Harvard, as annual professor, and a full complement of 
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students will probably be on hand. The retiring director car. prori- 
ise him that, while the academic year of 1957-58 will almost cer- 


tainly be a more normal one than 1956-57, it cannot possibly be 
more interesting and exciting. 


sS was previously reported, our formal academic program came to a 
sudden end considerablg more than a month ago. This did not mean, 
however, that all forms of activity ceased. Since then we have 
taken several important and interesting trips. The longest was ar 
expedition to visit the Omayyad palaces in the desert, all dating 
in their present form from the 8th to the 13th centuries (Azraq be- 
ing the latest of them). The director and his wife were accompan- 
ied on the trip by Dr. Erdelyan, of this year's student body, by 
Mr. Saad of the Palestine liuseum and Dr. Dajani of the Department 
of Antiquities. We had to get off for a very early start, but by 
doing so had no difficulty in completing the entire circuit in a 
Single day, despite the fact that at one point we took a wrong 
track and were lost for about half an hour. We visited successive- 
ly Mashatta, notable for its delicate stone-carvings (the best of 
which are unhappily in the Berlin Museum); Kharaneh, a miniature 
version of Qasr eleHair in Syria; Quseir ‘Amra, a charming hunting 
lodge decorated with amazing frescoes; Sasr Azraq, a grim basalt 
fortress whose original foundation goes back to Nabataean and Roman 
times; and finally %asr Hallabat, whose basic Byzantine structure 
was considerably enlarged in;the Omayyad period. At Azraq, situa- 
ted in an attractive desert oasis at the head of the Wadi Sirhan, 
it was possible to look north to the Jebel ed-Druz in Syria and 
south to the low hills of Saudi Arabia, One of the benefits of the 
trip, beside the intrinsic interest of the structures visited, was 
a sense of the vastness and loneliness of the desert spaces which 
impinge so closely upon the settled and cultivated areas of Eastern 
Palestine. One writer on the religion of the Old Testament has 
said, “Always behind the Bible lies Arabia"; a trip such as this 


makes one keenly aware of the presence and influence of Arabia in 
the world of biblical man. 


Still another trip took us to Umm er-Risas, the nameless and aban- 
doned Byzantine city which lies a few kilometers east of Diban,. 

The city area itself, surrounded still by walls of imposing height 
and covered with a mass of almost undecipherable stone ruins, is 
sufficiently impressive, but the most striking object of all is the 
tall, lonely tower which stands on the plain a mile or so to the 
north of the city, unaffected by the tremendous earthquake shocks 
which long ago reduced the other buildings to a heap of rubble. The 
city, which is now in the center of an almost deserted wilderness 
on the edge of the desert but must originally have been surrounded 
by @ prosperous agricultural community, bears eloquent testimony to 
the fact that this entire region, under proper cultivation, could 
once more support a large agrarian population. It is pleasant to 
notice the great strides which are actually being made in this dir- 
ection today. Just a century ago the whole area from Kerak to es- 
Salt was waste-land, inhabited only by Bedouin, but each year now 
sees additional acres of its marvellously fertile soil brought un- 
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der efficient and large-scale cultivation. On She way to Umm er- 
Risas we also stopped to visit the tell of Aroer (Arabic Arair), 
Situated just as thé Bible describes it “by the brink of the River 
Arnon" (Deut. 2:36). ‘what the Bible does not, of course, convey is 
that the valley of the Arnon (the Wadi Mojib) is no gentle, grassy 
hollow, but a tremendous chasm similar to some of the greatest can- 
yons of the American ‘Jest. . 


Two or three other trips--one a long one--were made possible by the 
arrival of some visitors to swell our little group. Prof. William 
Farmer of Drew University and Mr. George Buchanan, a graduate stu- 
dent at the same institution, both of them members of the Balata 
expedition, came three weeks early so as to pursue some private 
projects of their own, specifically the exploration of a site in 
the neighborhood of liar Saba which, it was hoped, might show evi- 
dence of an occupation contemporary with thet of Khirbet Qumran. 
Three visits there, in the expert company of either Dr, Dajani or 
Dr. Richardson and with a spot of digging each time, have thus far 
produced negative results, but the effort itself has been unquest- 
ionably worth-while. For a bit of relaxation, it was decided one 
day to pay a visit to Machaerus, the great Herodian fortress on the 
east side of the Dead Sea, made famous by the execution of John the 
Baptist and by the determined resistance of one of the last surviv- 
ing bands of Jewish rebels in the revolt of 70 A.D. “Relaxation" is 
perhaps not precisely the word to use in this connection, since 
Machaerus is located in a very remote region end the approach to it 
often has involved a walk of two or three hours over a treeless 
landscapee Our group was fortunate, however, in being able, through 
Imran's expert management of the School car, to drive diredtly to 
the small village of Mukawir, from which an easy half-an-hour's 

walk brings one to the top of the fortress. The remains of the Her- 
odian building are not nearly so impressive as those at Herodium, 
but the location is a much stronger one, nearly surrounded by deep 
wadis, although Josephus's description of one of them as being so 
deep that the eye can scarcely reach the bottom is an obvious 

flight of the romantic imagination. The view westward over the 

Dead Sea toward the Jordan, Qumran, Engedi and liasada is one of the 
finest anywhere in the country. On our return to Mukawir (the site 
of the ancient city, as opposed to the fortress, of Machaerus) we 
were entertained with tea and coffee in the village guest-house.e 


As we have long been hoping, the stream of visitors to the School 
has increased to a steady flood and life here is now almost normal 
for this time of year. Prof. Detweiler, President of the Schools, 
was one of our first visitors this month and was able to stay with 
us nearly a week, getting a first-hand view of the School and its 
current problems, as well as renewing many old acquaintances in the 
city. Later in the month Prof. and iirs, James L. Kelso arrived to 
begin a four-month stay, during the latter part of which Dr. Kelso 
will be excavating at Beitin. Dr. and iirs. “ilbur Christians of 
Sacramento, Calif., are with us for a two weeks visit, during which 
they are engaged in doing work for a novel-in-progress. Other re- 
cent and current visitors include Prof. and Mrs, George Hourani of 
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the University of Michigan, Dr. Carl Classen of University College, 
Ibadan, Nigeria, and Messrs. Joseph Farlow and John Stanley, stu- 
dents at the Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Vae Somewhere 
about the first of July we are expecting the arrival of Dr. G. 
Ernest \/right and at least part of his prospective army of excava- 
tors, and of Prof. and Mrs, 0. R. Sellers, who will be occupying 
the Director's House this winter along with Prof. Richardson, 


While Prof. Detweiler was here he made several new arrangements, 
which should prove distinctly beneficial to the School during the 
coming winter. One is for the installation of a pair of circulat- 
ing pumps on the hot water furnaces. The inadequacy of the heating 
system has been a Source of irritation ever since it was installed, 
but there is every reason to believe that the projected change will 
bring it up to full efficiency and make life in the American School 
during the three winter months a pleasure instead of an ordeal. 

The other important arrangement is for moving Omar and his family 
into the basement of the Director's House. Our experience during 
the evacuation last November showed how important it is to have 
Some responsible person living on the property at all times. In 
the future, this will always be the case and the change should prove 
as useful to the School as it undoubtedly will be helpful to Omar 
and his wife and three children. 


Mrs. Dentan and I are burning over the management of the School to 
Profe Richardson on July 1, and leaving for Beirut the following 
day, after a year which has been very happy and rewarding in spite 
of all the difficulties which politics, both international and in- 
ternal, have raised in the path. One of our last activities was to 
participate in an Arabic language radio broadcast, sponsored by the 
Department of Antiquities, describing the beauties of the trip to 
the Omayyad castles. Needless to say, our Arabic, which is neither 
fluent nor accurate, was confined to answering a few carefully pre- 
pared questions and the burden of the program was carried by Dr. 
Dajani and his friends from the Department and from the Hashemite 
Broadcasting Company. This is probably the first time the American 
School has been on the air, certainly the first time in Arabic! 


Robert C. Dentan, Director 


Jerusalem School 





